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CALENDAR 
 
Mon 16 Feb School Council Meeting 
23—25 Feb 3/4A & 3/4B Camp 
Fri 27 Feb Parent EMA applications close 
Fri 27 Feb FETE 
 
Wed 25 Mar Performing Arts Show 
 
1—3 April 4/5/6 Camp 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Words are inadequate to express my 
condolences to those of you who have 
personally suffered in the bushfires.  Please 
contact me, if there is any way whatsoever 
that I, or the school, can help.  I know that the 
staff and community share these sentiments. 
 

Historic Apology  Friday is an important 
date in our school’s calendar as it will be the 
first anniversary of the Apology to Australia’s 
Indigenous Peoples by Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd.  I’d like to affirm BSW’s strong 
commitment to Reconciliation, to developing 
our understanding of, respect for and 
inclusion of Aboriginal Australia in the 
classroom and curriculum.   
 

Crossing Supervisor  I’m sorry to have to 
tell you that Mr Safi, our supervisor at the 
tram stop crossing on Dawson Street died 
last week after a heart attack and subsequent 

complications in hospital.  I have sent our 
condolences to his family on behalf of our 
community. 
 

Performing Arts  By now you probably know 
that this term your child is attending a 
Performing Arts class for an hour/week with 
David Joseph.  (This is the only term that 
David is available this year.)  Please put 
Wednesday, 25

th
 March, in your diary.  This 

is the date of the “Big Show”, the whole 
school performance, to be held only in the 
evening.  All who attended last year know 
that the “Big Show” is not to be missed. 
 

Phantom Painters  Can you help?  Over the 
last year or so, this wonderful group has 
progressively transformed the Junior School 
(JS) by painting the external windows, doors 
and poles.  (During the holidays, when I saw 
that a start had been made on the library, I 
was thrilled.  I had enough of mission brown 
in the 70s!)  Phantom Painters are keen to 
finish the JS & Library this year and are 
looking for: 
 

PRINCIPALS REPORT 
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A volunteer for Chris’s room 14 
Volunteers to adopt a side of the library, (5 

remaining) 
 

All paint and gear are provided.   
Paint when it suits you, at working bees, 

weekends and at your pace 
To volunteer or more information contact 

Tim Grundy or 9380 8098 or 
tim_tms@optusnet.com.au 

 
Working Bee  For those wondering, last year 
the decision was made to defer the first 
working bee until after the fete. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Louise Chocholis 
Principal 
 

If you hold a current Health Care Card or 
Pension Card, valid to 28 January 2009, you 
are eligible to apply for the Education 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA). 
 
The EMA is provided to assist eligible 
families with the costs associated with the 
education of their children. 
 
You will receive two payments—$77.35 in 1st 
term and $33.15 in 3rd term for each child.  
The school also receives the same amount 
and it is applied to your account to pay fees. 
 
In 2009, you will have the choice to receive 
your EMA payment by direct deposit (EFT) 
into your nominated bank account, or to 
receive your payment by cheque.  If you 
choose to have your payment by EFT, when 
you come to the School to complete an 
application form, please bring a copy of your 
bank account details with you. 
 
2009 Application Forms are available at the 
office.  Please also bring your health care 
card or pension card with you. 
 
Completed forms must be at the office by 

Friday, 27th February at the latest.  Sorry 
we cannot accept late applications. 

EMA (EDUCATION 

MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE) 

PARENT SHARE TIME 

Tomorrow (Thursday) you will receive a letter 
about Parent Share Time.  The youngest child 
in your family, who is at school, will bring the 
letter home.  Parent Share Time is an 
opportunity for parents to talk with their child’s 
teacher about their child.  It will be held over 
two evenings.  In the letter you will be asked to 
indicate your preferred days and times.  Please 
return the form as soon as possible so we can 
begin assigning times. 
 
Thank you 
Cathy 

Sorry we cannot accept late forms.  If you 
missed out, we’ll send another lot of forms out 
at the end of Term 1. 
 
 

Thanks 
Heather 

KIDS & FRUIT 

mailto:tim_tms@optusnet.com.au
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The mayor pf Moreland, Lambos Tapinos, Moreland City Council’s Sustainable Transport Officer, Simon 
Stainsby and Bicycle Victoria’s Andrew, presented our prizes for being an active school at assembly on 
Monday.  We were the most improved school in  Moreland area in the second half of 2008.  Flora and 
Casey, two keen grade 6 cyclists accepted the award on our behalf.     Maurice 

L’ANGOLO ITALIANO 

All classi from 3-6 and Caroline’s P/1 have 
gotten off to a fantastico start. The 3s have 
settled in well to a new Italiano routine!  We 
have learnt about Sport e cibi italiani, and also 
about famosi buildings in Italia.  Why not ask 
your child if they can tell you what they are!  
Every year I am always impressed with the 
enthusiasm of our studenti and with what they 
bring to classe to share with us.  
 
Grazie to Jesse who researched the amount of 
paesi in Europa with his papa`. Also, Manish 
researched Pompeii and studenti talked about 
their Italia experiences.  
 

Homework (compito) will be going home this 
week with all studenti from 3-6. 
 
Don’t forget that you can access Italiano 
activities on the following website: 
www.edumail.vic.gov.au/languagesonline 
Also many languages are taught at Brunswick 
Secondary College at Saturday Morning 
School with a fee of only $55 for the year. 
Contact VSL: vsl@vsl.vic.edu.au 
 
Grazie,  
signora Bruna 

http://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/languagesonline
mailto:vsl@vsl.vic.edu.au
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EDUCATION TAX REFUND 
 
The federal Government introduced a new  Education Tax Refund on 1 July 2008. The Bill was passed 
through Parliament in late December 2008. Claims can be made for the 2008/2009 FY. 
 
Families and approved care organisations can claim 50% of their eligible expenses if: 
 
¶ They received Family Tax Benefit (FTB) Part A for their child, or 
¶ A payment was made for the child that stopped them from receiving FTB Part A for that child. 
¶  
The maximum you can claim is 50% of eligible expenses up to: 
¶ $750 for each eligible child in primary school -  that is, a refund up to $ 375 
¶ $1,500 foe each eligible child in secondary school -  that is, a refund of up to $750. 
 
Items which qualify as eligible education expenses 
 
Eligible education expenses are items that support a child’s or independent student’s primary or 
secondary school education. They include the purchase , lease, hire or hire-purchase costs, repairs and 
running costs of: 
¶ Laptops, home computers and associated costs 
¶ Computer related equipment such as printers, USB flash drives, as well as disability aids to assist in 

the use of computer equipment foe students with special needs 
¶ Home internet connections, including the costs of establishing and maintaining them 
¶ Computer software for educational use, including word processing, spreadsheet, database and 

presentation software, internet filters and antivirus software 
¶ School textbooks and other paper based school learning material, including prescribed textbooks, 

associated learning materials, study guides and stationery, and 
¶ Prescribed trade tools -  for example, tools required to complete a school-based apprenticeship. 
 
Expenses that are not eligible 
 
¶ School fees 
¶ School uniform expenses 
¶ Student attendance at school-based extra curricular activities such as excursions and camps 
¶ Tutoring costs 
¶ Sporting equipment 
¶ Musical instruments 
¶ School subject levies -  for example, payment for consumables for particular subjects such as 

woodwork, art or home science 
¶ Building levies 
¶ School photos 
¶ Tuck shop expenses 
¶ Waiting list fees 
¶ Transport 
¶ Library book fees 
¶ Donations 
¶ Membership fees 
¶ Computer games and consoles 
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TRIVIA NIGHT 
 
Our team, the Sore-some 
Foursome, are completing the 
Oxfam Trailwalker.  This is a very 
challenging team even consisting of 
a 100km walk from Friday 27—
Sunday 29 March.  We start at 
Wheelers Hill and finish in the Yarra 
Valley. 
 
This Trivia Night is to raise money 
for Oxfam and will be held in the 
School Hall on Saturday, 21 
February.  We have lots of great 
prizes and items up for auction 
including a number of signed, 
framed sports jumpers from both the 
AFL and Rugby League. 
 
If anyone is unable to come to the 
night and would like to make a 
donation, you can make an on-line 
donation, our website address is: 
http://www2.oxfam.org.au/
trailwalker/Melbourne/Team/379 
 
Many thanks! 
Lisa Borg & Sharen 
Diamantopoulos 

To purchase tickets for the Trivia Night, please phone Sharen Diamantopoulos 0402 345227. 
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